All USA roads lead to musical metaphors
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Romance, salvation, mystery, dead ends. Youthful exuberance and hard-won wisdom. 

Throughout his career, Bruce Springsteen has used car and road metaphors for all of the above and more. Here are some of the most notable examples. (The dates refer to the songs' first album appearances.) 

"The interstate's choked with nomadic hordes/In Volkswagen vans with full running boards dragging great anchors/Followin' dead-end signs into the stores." ("The Angel," 1973) 

"I swear I found the key to the universe, in the engine of an old parked car." ("Growin' Up," 1973) 

"My tires were slashed and I almost crashed but the Lord had mercy/My machine she's a dud, I'm stuck in the mud somewhere in the swamps of Jersey." ("Rosalita (Come Out Tonight)," 1973) 

"At night we ride through mansions of glory in suicide machines/Sprung from cages on Highway 9, chrome-wheeled, fuel injected and steppin' out over the line." ("Born to Run," 1975) 

"The highway's jammed with broken heroes/On a last chance power drive/Everybody's out on the run tonight/But there's no place left to hide." ("Born to Run," 1975) 

"All the redemption I can offer, girl/Is beneath this dirty hood." ("Thunder Road," 1975) 

"What else can we do now except roll down the window/And let the wind blow back your hair?/Well, the night's bustin' open, these two lanes will take us anywhere/We got one last chance to make it real/To trade in these wings on some wheels/Climb in back, heaven's waiting on down the track." ("Thunder Road," 1975) 

"It's a town full of losers, and I'm pulling out of here to win." ("Thunder Road," 1975) 

"You're in love with all the wonder it brings/And every muscle in your body sings as the highway ignites/You work nine to five and somehow you survive till the night." ("Night," 1975) 

"There's an opera out on the turnpike." (Jungleland," 1975) 

"You can ride this road till dawn/Without another human being in sight/Just kids wasted on something in the night." ("Something in the Night," 1978) 

"Tonight my baby and me we're gonna ride to the sea/And wash these sins off our hands." ("Racing in the Street," 1978) 

"I got some beer and the highway's free/And I got you and baby, you got me." ("Sherry Darling," 1980) 

"I got a Batmobile so I can reach you in a fast shake/When your world's in crisis of an impendin' heartbreak." ("I'm a Rocker," 1980) 

"Well, buddy, when I die, throw my body in the back/And drive me to the junkyard in my Cadillac." ("Cadillac Ranch," 1980) 

"I'm driving a stolen car, on a pitch black night/And I'm telling myself I'm gonna be all right/But I ride by night, and I travel in fear/That in this darkness, I will disappear." ("Stolen Car," 1980) 

"Say you'll be mine, little girl, I'll put my foot to the floor/Give me the word now, sugar, we'll go ramroddin' forevermore." ("Ramrod," 1980) 

"Now mister, the day my number comes in/I ain't ever gonna ride in no used car again." ("Used Cars," 1982) 

"Early north Jersey industrial skyline/I'm an all-set Cobra jet creepin' through the night time/Gotta find a gas station, gotta find a pay phone/This turnpike sure is spooky at night when you're all alone." ("Open All Night," 1982) 

"I was eight years old and running with a dime in my hand/Into the bus stop to pick up a paper for my old man/I'd sit on his lap in that big old Buick and steer as we drove through town/He'd tousle my hair and say, 'Son, take a good look around/This is your hometown.'" (My Hometown," 1984) 

"I got a fancy foreign car that rides like paradise." ("Ain't Got You," 1987) 

"The highway is alive tonight, but nobody's kiddin' nobody about where it goes." ("The Ghost of Tom Joad," 1995) 

"I got my hot rod down on Bond Street, I'm older but you'll know me in a glance/We'll find us a little rock 'n roll bar and baby we'll go out and dance." ("The Wish," 1998) 

"Without you, I'm a drummer, girl, that can't keep a beat/An ice cream truck on a deserted street." ("Waitin' on a Sunny Day," 2002) 

"One sunny mornin' we'll rise, I know/And I'll meet you further on up the road." ("Further On Up the Road," 2002) 

